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May 9, 2022

Vanessa Mathews, Chair CIC

Cabinet Charges from Council 

• Recommendations on international affairs

• Promote a forum to convene the international, immigrant, and other 
communities 

• Encourage growth of international business

• Keep up on trends in the international, immigrant communities, and 
business-government relations

• Advise on international travel and on formal invitations for incoming 
delegations
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Over   
1K

Over 
19k

87% 17%

Foreign Born Foreign Companies Immigrants NC Exporters

By the Numbers

Population in Charlotte Operate in the Region Own Small 
Businesses in the 

Metro

Are small and medium 
sized enterprises

17% 50% 10% 3.25

Socioeconomic 
Score

Foreign-born people Foreign movers Language Access

By the Numbers - Continued

Live in the City of 
Charlotte 

Are either highly educated or 
have no degree

Speak English Less than Very 
Well in the City of Charlotte

Nation Cities Index Score
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Cabinet 
Recommendations 

Leverage
Leverage the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals to 
strengthen our approach to growth and development through 
Charlotte’s 2040 plan

Support Further support naturalization for its eligible immigrants 

Formulize Formulize a policy on Memoranda of Understanding between Charlotte 
and other cities around the world

Promote Promote civic global connections through Charlotte Sister Cities

Create Create an International Business Strategy

Include Strategically include immigrants in Workforce Development and jobs 
efforts 

Support Support the Language Access Policy

Recommendation 1

Strategically include 
immigrants in 
Workforce 
Development and jobs 
efforts 

5

6



5/6/2022

4

Recommendation 2

Create an 
International 
Business Strategy

50%+ of International businesses in 
Mecklenburg County (2022)

Nearly 20,000 immigrant 
entrepreneurs (2019)

Entrepreneur Tax Base: $2.7 B in 
taxes and $7.4B in spending power 
(2019)

Recommendation 3

2015

All UN members adopted 17 
Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)

2030

By 2030: create a better 
world by ending poverty, 

fighting inequality and 
addressing the urgency of 

climate change

2040

By 2040:  Align with the 
United Nation 17 

Sustainable Development  
Goals (SDGs) with 

Charlotte’s 2040 planLeverage the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals to strengthen our 
approach to growth and 
development through 
Charlotte’s 2040 plan
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Next Steps 

Partner with ED staff to address 
recommendations 

Engage Cabinet as partner

Committee Check-in

Launch International Business Strategy 
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